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CRIMINAL PROPERTY CONFISCATION ACT — REVIEW 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.04 pm]: I want to welcome the staff and students from 
Carramar Primary School who are in the gallery today. 
I rise to inform the house that a review of Western Australia’s asset confiscation laws has begun under the 
stewardship of one of this state’s top legal minds. The recently retired former Chief Justice of Western Australia, 
Wayne Martin, AC, QC, will review the Criminal Property Confiscation Act 2000 and report early next year on 
its effectiveness, fairness and possible amendment. 
The act enables the state to, among other things, seize and confiscate property or assets acquired as a result of criminal 
activity, or used for criminal activity, including drug trafficking. It was specifically designed by the Parliament of the 
day to have a very significant deterrent effect on drug trafficking, but since its enactment in 2001 there have been 
a number of recommendations for amendments to this act. The Director of Public Prosecutions has described to me 
that some sections of the act contain serious anomalies, leading to unintended consequences, while the Law Society 
of Western Australia has previously labelled it unfair on innocent third parties. This position has been strongly 
advocated by the Liberal Democrat in the other place, Hon Aaron Stonehouse, MLC. In my view, a review is 
appropriate to identify the unintended consequences and anomalies in the legislation, and Wayne Martin, AC, QC, is 
eminently qualified to balance the competing demands for strong deterrence and fairness. 
The review’s terms of reference include an examination of whether the act contains adequate safeguards to avoid 
undue hardship, unfairness or injustice to respondents and third parties, including spouses, de facto partners and 
dependants of respondents, as well as co-owners and mortgagees of confiscable property. The legal fraternity will be 
consulted by the review, and the public will be invited to make submissions. The review is to report by 1 February 2019. 
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